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of devotion, " O father, how happy a day to all the saints was that on which
the Blessed Virgin was received into heaven! I doubt not but they all
celebrate the anniversary of it with extraordinary joy, as we do on earth.
I hope myself to see the next feast they will keep of it,'1 His youth, and
the perfect health which he then enjoyed, made others give no credit to
this prediction. Yet they perceived that he made all immediate preparations
for the great journey of eternity. On St Laurence's day, in the evening,
he found himself indisposed; upon which he could not contain his joy
that the end of his mortal pilgrimage drew near. Being carried to the
infirmary, he made the sign of the cross upon his bed, saying he should
never more rise out of it. His fever proved at first only intermitting; yet
he repeated the same assurances. On the I4th day of the month he said,
in the morning, that he should die the night following. A little after mid-
day he fell into a swoon, which was followed with a cold sweat, and he
demanded and received the viaticum and extreme unction with the most
tender devotion; during which, according to his desire, he was laid upon
a blanket on the floor. He begged pardon of all his brethren for whatever
offences he had committed against anyone, and continued repeating frequent
aspirations of compunction and divine love. Some time after, he said that
he saw the Blessed Virgin, accompanied with many angels, and happily
expired a little after three o'clock in the morning of the 15th of August,
in 1568, having completed only nine months and eighteen days of his
noviciate, and of his age seventeen years, nine months, and eighteen days.
The sanctity of his life and several manifest miracles engaged Clement VIII
to beatify him, that is, declare him happy, in 1604. Paul V allowed an
office to be said in his honour in all the churches of Poland; Clement X
granted that privilege to the Society, and settled his feast on the I3th of
November, on which his body, which was found sound and without the
least signs of decay or corruption, was translated from the old chapel and
laid in the new Church of the Noviciate at Rome, founded by Prince
Pamphili. The saint was canonized by Benedict XIII in 1727. The
Poles have chosen him, jointly with St Casimir, chief patron of their
kingdom; and he is particular patron of the cities of Warsaw, Posna,
Lublin, and Leopold. Many miraculous cures have been wrought through
his intervention. A relation of this that follows, with the attestations of
five eminent physicians and a surgeon, and of all the Jesuits then living
at Lima, and witnesses to the fact, approved by the vicariat (the archbishopric
being then vacant), was printed at Madrid in 1674. A novice in the convent
of the Jesuits at Lima, after a malignant fever in the month of October,
was deprived by a palsy of all motion on the whole right side of his body,
so that he was not able to stir in the least that hand or foot. A loathing
of all food, with a fever, and other bad symptoms attended the disorder,
which the physicians judged incurable. On the feast of St Stanislas, tire